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Looking east on Davis Street on a Saturday afternoon, probably about 1910.

Welcome to the Town of Culpeper. The community is delighted that you are interested
in the history of our town.
The downtown area has been divided into four tours that include the central business
district and adjacent residential neighborhoods. Included in each tour are suggestions
for parking and connection points to one or more additional tours.
Please respect the privacy of residents while on your tour, and be mindful of the safety
of others when driving. Many residential neighborhoods have narrow streets with onstreet parking, so drive slowly and with caution.
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Tour 1 / downtown culpeper

Historical Overview
Culpeper, originally known as Fairfax, was founded in 1759. The early 27-acre
courthouse village developed on land included in a 1754 purchase by Robert Coleman.
Coleman purchased the land from the eldest son of Virginia Governor Alexander
Spotswood, who had received the land in a grant from the British Crown.
As a youth, George Washington was commissioned in 1759 to survey and plat the
town and the County of Culpeper. Indeed, young Washington liked what he saw and
recorded that the town occupied a “high and pleasant situation”.
At the beginning of the American Revolution, a group of local residents, evoking the
stirring words of Patrick Henry, organized themselves as the Culpeper Minutemen. The
group rallied under a flag which depicts a rattlesnake with 13 rattles and the motto,
“Liberty or Death—Don’t Tread on Me.”
Culpeper prospered after its 1834 incorporation. With the outbreak of the Civil War,
its strategic railroad location made it a significant supply station for Confederate and
Union troops. The Culpeper area witnessed more than one hundred sixty battles and
skirmishes during the war. Many houses along the tour routes were used for military
lodging and hospitals. The Civil War caused great devastation in the Culpeper vicinity
with the loss of life, farms, houses, other buildings, and historical artifacts.
After the Civil War, the town of Culpeper grew to become a thriving regional marketing
center. Improvements in the railroad and the development of refrigerated cars spurred
industrial and commercial growth.

Tour 1

Downtown Culpeper
Walking tour / about 1 hour

T

our 1 includes much of the area contained within the original town boundaries.
In colonial times, Culpeper was established as a rural county seat. Its courthouse
complex occupied the center of town. Commercial activity developed primarily on
what are now Main and Davis Streets with residential uses scattered throughout.
Culpeper’s downtown became a major trading and shipping point in the Virginia
piedmont region with the opening of a stagecoach route in 1834 and the arrival of
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in 1853. The center of commercial, warehouse,
residential, and hotel activity gradually shifted from court square to the railroad tracks.
Both Union and Confederate forces frequently visited downtown Culpeper during the
Civil War. Confederate Generals Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, J.E.B. Stuart, Rooney
Lee, and Robert E. Lee, as well as Union Generals John Pope, George Meade, Ulysses
S. Grant and others, were in Culpeper at various times during the Civil War. Military
headquarters for both armies were established in the town, and many of these prominent
military officers lodged in hotels, and dined and entertained in downtown Culpeper.

The twentieth century brought far-reaching changes to the town with the growth in
the popularity of the automobile. Construction of a bypass around the town in the
late 1960s pulled residential, commercial and industrial growth away from the town
center. The town responded to this challenge by establishing a program to revitalize
its downtown. In 1988, the town became a Virginia Main Street Community and is
successfully strengthening and revitalizing its historic core.

Most of the surviving buildings in downtown Culpeper, however, were built following
the Civil War. In the late 19th century, a catastrophic fire destroyed a major portion of
E. Davis Street where there had been primarily frame buildings. As a result, the town
enacted a fire code in 1888 requiring brick or stone veneer and metal or slate roofs. The
unity and cohesion of the downtown’s architectural character result from adherence to
this code as well as the popularity of High Victorian and Italianate styles of architecture
during Culpeper’s post-war construction boom.

Culpeper is a unique community that preserves a large collection of historic buildings
and landmarks from each era in its history. These tour sites give Culpeper much of its
special character, reflect the town’s legacy of progress, and preserve Culpeper’s history in
tangible form for citizens and visitors to enjoy.

Today, the downtown remains the center of government and professional life for a
town of approximately 18,413 and a county of 51,282 inhabitants (2017 US Census
Bureau). This area of town is listed in both the National Register of Historic Places and
the Virginia Landmarks Register.
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Tour 1 / downtown culpeper

1 St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 115 N. East Street (1821) This Gothic Revival church

2 Eppa Rixey’s Birthplace, 114 N. East Street (1830) This Greek Revival house was

was built as a part of St. Mark’s Parish (est. 1731). It is the oldest church in town and
contains early parish records. A monument to Ambrose Hill, the uncle of Confederate
General A.P. Hill, is located on the church grounds. There is also a cemetery on the
property. General J.E.B. Stuart regularly attended services at St. Stephen’s during the
winter of 1862-63.

the birthplace of Eppa Rixey (1891), a famous southpaw pitcher for the Cincinnati
Reds during the early 20th century, and a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame. This
building also housed the Culpeper Female Institute following the Civil War. Town of
Culpeper Marker: Eppa Rixey
3 18th-Century Town Square (approx. 1751) The 18th-century public square comprised

the entire block and included the first two court houses, the colonial-era jail, whipping
post and stocks. There are also two colonial-era alleys that can still be seen today. The
colonial Baptist minister James Ireland was imprisoned on this site in 1769 as a religious
dissenter.
Main Street
Imagine Main Street as it was years ago: unpaved, tree-shaded, half as wide, and lined with
brick sidewalks. The houses you see today were grand in their time with expansive front
lawns. The street was paved in the 1930s; previously, wooden planks often were laid across
the busy intersections of muddy streets for the comfort of pedestrians to avoid falling in
the deep mud.
4 Shackelford House Site (site where Major Pelham died),
NE Corner of Main and Cameron Streets During their stay

in Culpeper, Confederate officers frequently visited Judge
Henry Shackelford and his three lovely daughters at a house
on this site. One such visitor was Major John Pelham.
Later, the mortally wounded Pelham was returned to the
Shackelford House and died following his injuries at the
Battle of Kelly’s Ford on March 17, 1863.
5 The Virginia Hotel, 202 N. Main Street As early as 1813, this
Italianate commercial building was a tavern named the Fairfax
Hotel. From 1846 to 1907, a hotel occupied this building under
various names, including the Virginia, the Old Virginia, the Belmont, the
Culpeper, and the Virginia House. During the Civil War, both Confederate
and Union officers quartered at this hotel at various times.
6 Site of Governor William “Extra Billy” Smith’s Mansion / Old Post Office, 302
N. Main Street (1825) The grounds of William Smith’s Greek Revival mansion once
6
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encompassed the entire block. Smith was twice governor of Virginia, a Major General
in the Confederate army, and the developer of a stagecoach line that carried the United
States mail as well as passengers from Washington D.C. to Georgia. In 1930, the
United States government razed the Smith mansion to construct a post office. The
former post office now houses the Culpeper Administrative offices. Town of Culpeper
Marker: “Extra Billy” Smith
West Street
As late as 1863, only two structures were located on West Street. The back yards of
most of the properties that fronted Coleman Street, now Main Street, extended to the
rear to West Street.
7 Roger Dixon / Slaughter-Hill House, 306 N. West Street (1825) A log cabin constructed

in the late 1700s survives in the northwest corner of the house; later additions have
enlarged the original structure. The house was first owned by Roger Dixon, County
Clerk in the late 1700s. The clerk’s office may have been located here. This property is
listed in the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register.
8 Antioch Baptist Church, 202 S. West Street (1886) This is the oldest established African-

American congregation in Culpeper (est. 1859). Services were held in private homes
until after the Civil War when the name was changed from the African Baptist Church
to the Antioch Baptist Church. Between 1867 and 1886, services were held in two
other known locations. Town of Culpeper Marker: Antioch Church
9 Site of the first Methodist Church, 102-104 N. West Street (1825) This is the site of the

town’s first Methodist Church. The church was occupied by Union troops during the
Civil War when the top floor served as a hospital.
W. Davis Street
Historically, W. Davis Street has been the center of legal practice in Culpeper; it later
became the center of local government activity with the construction of the county
courthouse. The south side of the street was known as Lawyer’s Row. Two of the onestory offices survive adjacent to the Fire Department.
10 Culpeper County Courthouse, NE Corner of West and Davis Streets (c.1874) This

Classical Revival building is Culpeper’s third and current courthouse. A statue of a
Confederate soldier (1911), typically found in many southern towns, stands between
the courthouse and the jail.
8
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11 Site of the Slaughter / Barbour House, 120 W. Davis Street During the winter

occupation of 1863-64, General U.S. Grant is believed to have established his first
Culpeper quarters in a house located on this site. The original structure was demolished
in 1908, when the present jail and sheriff ’s offices were constructed.
12 Municipal Building, 118 W. Davis Street (1927) Designed by E. A. Walter, who

designed and built many buildings in Culpeper, this building was first constructed
as a fire department, town office, library, and banquet hall. Culpeper’s town hall and
council chamber occupied the building until they moved to larger quarters in 2004.
County offices occupy the building today.
13 Site of the Rixey Opera House, 102 S. Main Street (late 1882) By the turn of the 20th

century, Culpeper residents had become enamored with theatrical entertainment.
There was more than one theater / playhouse in town, but the Rixey Opera House
was the most famous and showed the town’s first moving pictures. Built in 1882 by
Charles Jones Rixey, the opera house was destroyed by fire in 1912 and replaced by
the present building.
14 A.P. Hill Boyhood Home, 102 N. Main Street (earliest part, c.1774) During the 1850s
the Hill family undertook an extensive remodeling of their home in the Italian Villa
style. A.P. Hill rose to be a corps commander in the Army of Northern Virginia;
his brother was a prominent area merchant. General U.S. Grant, awaiting his spring
1864 offensive, is reputed to have walked daily to Dr. Gorrell’s pharmacy, located in
this building, to purchase cigars and discuss the war. Dr. Gorrell’s pharmacy also had
Culpeper’s first soda fountain in 1889. Fine examples of Gorrell’s glass pharmaceutical
bottles are in the Museum of Culpeper History’s permanent collection.

Upper E. Davis Street
After 1750, Davis Street between what is now Main and East Streets developed with
a strong mix of commercial and governmental uses. Following the post-Civil War
rejuvenation of the railroad, a resurgence of the economy, and the sale of the “public”
lots in 1870, commercial activity on Upper E. Davis Street began to boom.
15 Site of First and Second Courthouse, 106 E. Davis Street The first courthouse, a frame

structure, was used between 1750 and 1808. The first Anglican worship services were
held in the original courthouse. By the early 1800s, the structure was determined
unsafe, and in 1808 it was replaced by a second courthouse—a two-story building of
9
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brick and stone. In the 1870s, the second courthouse was razed, its bricks were sold,
and the present courthouse was constructed.
16 Gayheart’s Drug Store, 101 E. Davis Street (1898) Anchoring the center of town, this

Italianate-influenced building is one of Culpeper’s most distinctive local landmarks.
When the street corner commercialized in the late 1800s, the new building, known
as the “Booton Building” was a department store bearing the name of its owner. By
1900, Booton’s boasted a fine toy department that sold miniature furniture, hobby
horses, and stuffed animals for area children.
17 Martin Furniture Building, 125 E. Davis Street (1890s) The triple lunettes of this

Romanesque Revival structure’s parapet reflect the three businesses for which this
building was originally built—the Culpeper U.S. Post Office, Farmers and Merchants
Bank, and Clark and Company Grocers.
18 Old Armory, 171 E. Davis Street (1890s) The first floor of the building was used for

Yowell Hardware. The second floor was used by a local military unit to meet and drill.
Dances were held to raise money for the unit.
19 Billy Fray Feed Shop, 195 E. Davis Street (1835) This is one of the oldest commercial

buildings in Culpeper. It has been used as a stable, a tobacco warehouse, and as a
jail by both Union and Confederate armies. The original portion of the building
Upper E. Davis Street, circa 1940

Tour 1 / downtown culpeper

contains hand-made bricks fired in Culpeper; hand-hewn and pegged timbers; and
granite quarried in Culpeper. The interior was renovated in the early 1980s for use as
a restaurant. The fireplace was built with brick salvaged from the demolished Catholic
church on S. Main Street. Look for the iconic restored mural painted on the building’s
exterior facing East Street.
20 Former Culpeper Baptist Church, 176 E. Davis Street (1895) This Romanesque Revival

building replaced the Culpeper Baptist Church congregation’s second building which
was also located on this site. The second church probably was used as a hospital for Civil
War soldiers. The building has been regularly used as a church since its construction.
Lower E. Davis Street
The lower end of E. Davis Street (east of East Street) was the center of commercial
life during the late 1800s heyday of the railroad. Hotels, retail trade, and industrial
warehouses coexisted in this area now called the Depot District.
21 Macoy’s Drug Store / Piedmont Masonic Lodge, 202 E. Davis Street (pre-1880) This

Italianate-style building is one of the oldest commercial buildings in the downtown.
The original frame building has been covered with stucco. The original main entrance
on the corner remains.
22 Fairfax Masonic Lodge,
201 E. Davis Street (1902) A

focal point of E. Davis Street,
this Beaux Arts-influenced
building houses the Fairfax
Masonic Lodge, which was
established in 1794.
Fairfax Masonic Lodge, early 1900s

23 Fairfax Theater, 237 E. Davis Street Originally a two-story theater for both stage

shows and motion pictures, the top story along with the interior box seats and balcony
were removed when the building was purchased and renovated by Martin Furniture
for use as a storage building.
10
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Tour 1 / downtown culpeper

26 Waverly Hotel Site (18401970s) Immediately northeast

24 Fishtown (late 1800s) The area of E. Culpeper Street opposite Waters Place was

known as Fishtown, a major warehouse district for the depot, in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. There were a number of small-scale commercial establishments in this
area. Town of Culpeper Marker: Fishtown & The Wharf
25 Railroad Depot (1904) This Italianate-influenced railroad building is Culpeper’s

third depot. At one time, there was both passenger and freight depot service at this
site. The first depot, built in 1853, was moved when the railroad was double-tracked.
The second depot burned in 1903, and was replaced at the existing site in 1904. The
Battle of Culpeper Courthouse, September 13, 1863, was fought here as Union troops
attempted to seize the depot from Confederate forces.
March 1848	
The General Assembly authorizes the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad Company with one cited stop “the courthouse of the
county of Culpeper.”
1852		The Orange and Alexandria RR built two depots, one on the east
side of the tracks for freight and one on the west side of the tracks
for passengers.
January 1853 	First train arrives in Culpeper.
1860-1865	
Encampments for Federal and Confederate armies occupy
Culpeper.
1863		On September 13th, the Battle of Culpeper Courthouse is at the
Depot.
		Southern horsemen under Col. Lunsford Lomax made a stand just
across the tracks to defend the train being loaded with supplies.
The Federals were very interested in the train, and started shooting
to try to capture it. They came from the left, having camped where
Wal-Mart stands today. The train got away, but 3 Confederate
cannons were captured and Federal General George Custer was
shot in the foot.
1874		

A new Culpeper town depot is built.

1898		

Southern Railway becomes the owner.

1903		

Freight Depot burns.

1904		

Present building is completed.
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The Waverly Hotel, circa 1890–1910

of the railroad was the site of a
three-story, railroad hotel built
by Major Thomas Hill. The
building was used briefly by
the Culpeper Female Institute
in the 1850s. During its heyday, trains stopped in front
of the hotel, allowing weary
travelers to have a quick homecooked meal.

27 James Hotel, 302 E. Davis Street (1890-1900) This Italianate-style building was a

popular turn-of-the-century railroad hotel with a street-level restaurant.
28 Wausau Place / Commerce Street Agricultural & Industrial District During the mid-

1800s through the early 1900s, the area north of the depot was an industrial and
agricultural center. Much of this area burned during a fire at the Culpeper Farmers’
Co-op in the late 1950s. Operations along the railroad included C.F. Chelf ’s steam
mill and wood yard; operations along Commerce Street included a livery, stables and
an ice house. Amidst this commercial center was the Asher home, located on the
triangular lot formed by Commerce, Wausau and Spencer Streets. The Antioch Baptist
Church met in one of the warehouse buildings following a fire at its congregation’s
Culpeper Street Church.

13
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Tour 2 / s. east & s. main street corridor

1 Burgandine House, 807 S. Main Street (c 1800) The Burgandine House is a Main

Tour 2

S. East Street & S. Main Street Corridor
Walking tour / about 45 minutes

T

our 2 leads to one of the town’s most frequented visitor attractions—the
Culpeper National Cemetery—and East and Main Streets, two of Culpeper’s
most historically significant streets.
The Culpeper National Cemetery was established in 1867 by the U.S. government in
response to the need for a burial place for Union troops who died in the area during
the Civil War. The Culpeper National Cemetery is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.
S. East Street is the oldest existing residential area in Culpeper. Formerly called “Back
Street”, it contains a wide variety of architectural styles from both the ante-bellum
periods. The creation of the S. East Street neighborhood followed the subdivision of
Fountain Fisher Henry’s land. Prior to 1835, only two residences occupied this area.
Today it contains some of the town’s finest houses, many of which pre-date the Civil
War. During the Civil War, several of the residences on this street either housed Union
and Confederate troops or served as military hospitals. In 2009, South East Street was
listed as a historic district in the National Register of Historic Places.
S. Main Street was the town’s first residential area. Prior to the mid-1900s, S. Main Street
was known as Coleman Street. Coleman Street was a narrow, tree-lined, residential
street with about 17 houses. S. Main Street preserves many of its turn-of-the-century
residences. Most of the residences that remain today have been converted to business
uses. Historically, the overall feeling of the street was similar to that of S. East Street.
This feeling has changed considerably with the coming of the automobile and the
street’s development in recent decades as a business corridor. There has been extensive
redevelopment, with the street becoming the town’s major transportation backbone
and gateway into downtown.

14

Street landmark and is one of the few remaining examples of a working-class home in
Virginia. The lot on which it stands was part of the Spotswood tract which was sold in
1754 to Robert Coleman, then to General Edward Stevens. Of log construction, many
of the house’s original features have been maintained. Although it was long believed
to date from the County’s founding (1749), more recent research indicates that it was
likely constructed circa 1800. Preserved and restored by the Town of Culpeper in the
1990s, it stands adjacent to and is operated by the Museum of Culpeper History. It is
open to the public during museum hours.
2 Minutemen Monument, between the Old Orange Road / Route 15 and U.S. 29 Business

This is one of two monuments commemorating the Culpeper Minutemen. The other
monument can be found marking the site where the original Minutemen mustered in
1775 at Clayton’s Field (see tour 4). The famous Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
John Marshall, was a lieutenant in the first Minutemen unit.
3 Guinn House, 1002 S. East Street (1920) This is an unusual example of the Spanish

Colonial style of architecture is rarely seen in Virginia. Its tile roof, broad eaves, and
battlemented parapet are hallmarks of this style. It was the home of local historian,
Russell Guinn, whose pictorial documentation of Culpeper history is now owned by
displayed at the Museum of Culpeper History.
4 Rosson House, 1001 S. East Street (1860) This Greek Revival-style house was used

during the Civil War as quarters for Union officers during General U.S. Grant’s
occupation of the town. It was later used as a hospital following the Battle of Brandy
Station.
5 Martin House, 901 S. East Street (1855) The house and grounds of this Greek Revival-

style house were occupied by Union soldiers during the Civil War. In later years, it was
the residence of two local officials—Colonel James Cochran, Culpeper’s Reconstruction
postmaster, and T.I. Martin, long-time mayor of Culpeper.
6 Billy Fray House, 710 S. East Street (1850) This vernacular house with Colonial Revival

porch work and fanlight was built for James W. Inskeep; it was later the home of Billy
Fray, who owned and operated the Billy Fray Feed Shop on E. Davis Street.

15
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Tour 2 / s. east & s. main street corridor

7 Episcopal Rectory, 702 S. East Street (1835) Containing its original log walls, this

house is the oldest rectory in existence in the Town of Culpeper. When the town was
shelled during the Civil War, the rectory was used frequently as a shelter because it has
a deep basement.
8 Fray-Thompson House, 609 S. East Street (1852) This Greek Revival

building with Colonial Revival additions was built for
William Thompson and remodeled in 1925 by
prominent businessman, Jackson L. Fray,
who started the first telephone company
in Culpeper. Today it is the Fountain Hall
Bed and Breakfast.
9 Lawrence-Payne / Chelf House, 605 E. East Street
(1852) This is a well preserved example of the

Romantic-era Gothic Revival style. The house was
used as quarters for Union officers during the Civil War.
The family continued to live upstairs while the downstairs
was occupied by troops. The house was owned and occupied
by the late Commander Josephine Chelf, USN (Ret.), who
was born in the house. Commander Chelf died 2008 and is
buried in Culpeper’s Fairview Cemetery.
10 Crimora Waite House, 602 S. East Street (1885) This excellent

example of the picturesque Victorian Gothic Revival style is cited
by architectural historians as the most distinctive and ornamental
post-bellum house on S. East Street. For years, Miss Waite ran a
kindergarten out of the home.
11 Reams House, 509 S. East Street (original portion built around
1840; 1906) This early-20th-century Queen Anne house with

Colonial Revival influences was built by Fountain Fisher
Henry, the original developer of S. East Street. The building was moved
east twice on its site: in 1906 and 1995.
12 Old Waite House, 502 S. East Street (1870) This excellent example of the Italian Villa

style of architecture was built of brick salvaged from the second Culpeper County
Courthouse.
16
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Tour 2 / s. east & s. main street corridor

13 Hill Mansion, 501 S. East Street (1854) Named for E.B. Hill, brother of Civil War

20 Major Phillip Lightfoot House, 402 S. Main Street (Pre-1830) This house was built by

General A.P. Hill, this excellent example of the Italian Villa style of architecture was
referred to as the “Meeting Place of Generals”. During the Civil War, the Hill Mansion
was used as a Confederate hospital and also as Union headquarters. Robert E. Lee’s
son, Rooney, recuperated here. In addition, it was the scene for many social events
during the Civil War. The Hill Mansion, which is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register, remained in the Hill family until
the 1990s.

Major Phillip Lightfoot, a wealthy local lawyer who owned several in-town properties
and farms. Although masked by later additions, the core of this house is believed to be
the second oldest house on the S. Main Street corridor.

14 Alcocke Houses, 402 & 406 S. East Street (1860) These two houses were built by the

well-known businessman, Thomas Alcocke, and used as rental properties. One of the
houses still exhibits its original frame siding and shutters.
15 Old Hill House, 401 S. East Street (1840) This late Greek Revival-style house was

moved to this site in 1853 from 501 S. East Street for the construction of the Hill
Mansion.
16 Culpeper National Cemetery, U.S. Avenue (1867) Originally established as one of

the first formal national burial sites for Union soldiers, today the cemetery has burials
of soldiers from all American wars. The Culpeper National Cemetery is listed in
the National Register of Historic Places and hosts over 200,000 visitors a year. The
stone lodge/gatehouse near the cemetery entrance with its mansard roof is a unique
architectural example for Culpeper but characteristic of cemetery architecture. It was
built as the residence and office of the cemetery’s superintendent.

21 Lord Culpeper Hotel (1930s) In its heyday, this Colonial Revival building was a

popular hotel, especially renowned throughout the region and the Commonwealth
for its fine southern dining. The hotel was owned and operated for many years by
Jackson Eggborn who served as Mayor of Culpeper. Mr. and Mrs. Eggborn lived in the
penthouse apartment for many years.
22 Site of John Jameson’s House, 504 S. Main Street The Jameson’s Hill addition, which

was the impetus for substantial development west of this area (see Tour 4), was formed
from this property. The Jameson residence occupied this Main Street site during the
1800s. Colonel John Jameson was a long-time county clerk; he was a commanding
officer in the Revolutionary War. His guardpost caught John Andre, the British spy who
had a message for American officer Benedict Arnold, who was preparing to surrender
West Point to the British. Town of Culpeper Marker: John Jameson
S. East Street looking south,
probably about 1910.

17 Presbyterian Church, 215 S. Main Street (1868) This Gothic Revival building is one

of Culpeper’s oldest churches. A Presbyterian congregation had been established in
Culpeper by April 1771. The original church was located at the terminus of N. Main
Street, but was destroyed by fire during the Civil War.
18 Pitts Theatre, 305 S. Main Street (approx. 1938) This formerly popular motion picture

cinema, once known as the Pitts Theater, is the best example of the few Art Deco style
buildings found in Culpeper. Built about 1938, the theater is one of many variations
on this theater design that were built throughout Virginia.
19 Site of Bell’s Tavern, 302 S. Main Street (late 18th century) At the corner of Main

and Locust Streets is the site of this eighteenth-century tavern where the famous French
General Lafayette and President James Monroe are said to have been entertained.
18
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Tour 3 / piedmont street & n. main street corridor

3 Old Pulliam House, 113 E. Edmondson Street (1860) This house with decorative trim

Tour 3

Piedmont Street & N. Main Street Corridor
Walking tour / about 1 hour

T

our 3 explores one of the most historically and architecturally significant areas
of town. This area rivals Culpeper’s downtown and historic S. East Street in
architecture and preserves an important collection of historic houses built by the
town’s earliest and foremost educators, doctors, clergy, government, and military
leaders. Several of the tour sites are included in the Culpeper Historic District.
Like the S. East Street and S. Main Street neighborhoods, this area developed primarily
in response to the economic expansion that took place with the coming of the railroad,
immediately prior to and following the Civil War.
Until the late 1800s the character of the area was defined by the large in-town estates
that lined N. Main, Piedmont, Spencer and Fairfax Streets. In addition, the Piedmont
Street area housed the majority—if not all—of the private schools in Culpeper during
the 19th century.
Until the 20th century, Piedmont Street and Old Brandy Road were the main roads
leading out of town. Main Street ended at Williams Street and Mountain Run.
1 Rhoades House, 302 N. East Street (1880s) Shown on the 1886 Grays’ Map of

Culpeper, this Victorian Queen Anne house with Stick Style influences was the home of
Luther Alville Rhoades of Rhoadesville, Virginia. This house is an unusual architectural
example for Virginia.
2 Broadus-Apperson / Old Stone House, 121 E. Edmondson Street (1858) This late

Federal-style house is said to have been built for James G. Field. Attorney General of
Virginia from 1877 to 1882, Field ran for Vice-President of the United States on the
Populist ticket in 1892. This house is believed to bear Civil War bullet marks on its
interior stair risers. The house was moved to this location in the 1920s from its former
location on East Street.
20

and porch work is one of Culpeper’s few vernacular Gothic Revival style houses. The
house was moved from its original location on Main Street.
4 Precious Blood Catholic Church, 409 N. Main Street (1982) This Colonial Revival

church replaced the original Catholic church dedicated by Bishop L. Keane in 1881.
Precious Blood Church became an independent parish in 1946.
5 Herndon House, 605 N. Main Street (1850s) This Greek Revival-style house was built

by Dr. Brodie Herndon, uncle of Ellen Lewis Herndon who was married to President
Chester Arthur. The Herndon House was the first in Culpeper to have porcelain
bathtubs.
6 Greenlawn, 606 N. Main Street (1870) This Italianate house was built for Major James

W. Green, founder of the town’s newspaper, The Culpeper Exponent. The paper, which
is still in publication, was printed in the basement of this house from 1889 to 1904.
The apex of modernity in its day, Greenlawn was boasted as Culpeper’s first house with
bathrooms, as well as the first house to be veneered with brick.
7 Randolph Cottage, 610 N. Main Street (1830) The Randolph Cottage is one of

Culpeper’s earliest remaining houses. Until it was remodeled, this building was an
excellent example of picturesque Gothic Revival architecture, distinguished by its
quoins, ornamental bargeboard and cross gable.
8 Former Virginia Baptist Home, 609 N. Main Street (1945) Widely acclaimed for its

network of retirement communities, the Virginia Baptist Home was founded and
operated here by local Culpeper Baptist Church pastor John Thomas Edwards. Edwards
resigned his pastorate to establish the Virginia Baptist Home. The retirement home was
moved in 1951 to its present location on Route 15.
9 Baby Jim’s Snack Bar, 701 N. Main Street This diner is a Culpeper landmark recognized

far and wide for its outstanding burgers and shakes. Its design and large commercial
sign symbolize the transformation of Main Street into a competitive, auto-oriented
transportation corridor in the post-World War II era. Established in the 1950s, Baby
Jim’s remains in the ownership of its founder’s family. Baby Jim’s originally operated in
a location between the Weaver Garage buildings.
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Tour 3 / piedmont street & n. main street corridor

10 Wampler House, 110 E. Williams Street (1830) The Wampler House, probably built

13 Burrows House / Nalle House, 214 E. Piedmont Street (1850) This vernacular cottage

by Judge Henry Shackelford, is one of the oldest houses in the Town of Culpeper. It
appears on the earliest surviving map of the town, Thompson’s 1835 Map of Culpeper.
The house was owned by Samuel R. Rixey, surgeon in the Confederate army, and then
by J. T. Wampler, publisher of the Culpeper Enterprise.

with a Gothic Revival ornamental bargeboard was the home of one-time mayor of
Culpeper, H. C. Burrows. Mr. Burrows, a Confederate veteran, served in Pickett’s
Division at the Battle of Gettysburg.

11 Bywaters Cottage, 609 N. East Street (1860) At the turn of the 20th century, this

was organized in 1871 in the dining room of Anne-Frances Wingfield, whose home
occupied this site in the 1800s and early 1900s.

cottage occupied the same lot as the Covington House (206 E. Piedmont St.), where it
served as a dormitory for a girls’ private school, also on the property at that time.
12 Covington House, 206 E. Piedmont Street (1858) The Covington House, a good

example of Italianate architecture, is known for its use as a boarding and day school by
Mrs. S. C. Biggers, before the turn of the 20th century. Previously, the house was the
residence of Edgar Nottingham, a prominent
businessman of Culpeper.

14 Site of Anne Wingfield Cottage, 301 E. Piedmont Street Culpeper’s first public school

15 Allan House, 306 E. Piedmont Street (1871) This Italianate style house is said to have

been constructed of brick salvaged from Culpeper’s second courthouse. Mr. Allan
served as Culpeper’s first postmaster in the late 1800s. The house remained in the Allan
family from 1884 to 1954.
16 Makle-Bragg House, 310 E. Piedmont Street (early 1900s) This Queen

Anne house with Stick Style influence was built by Confederate
veteran Mr. Robert M. Mackall, who rode with Mosby’s Rangers and
J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry. Mr. Mackall served as mayor of Culpeper,
from 1912 to 1922. The house was later owned by Gus Bragg,
a long-term town council member.
17 Site of the Latham Home Site, 402 E. Piedmont Street (1855)

The present-day office building occupies the site of one of
Culpeper’s most frequently photographed residential estates.
Prior to 1870, the Latham property comprised nearly all of
the land on the north side of Piedmont Street bordered by
Mountain Run.
18 Site of Wine Properties, 615-619 Old Brandy Road

The current parking lot on the east side of Old Brandy
Road was the site of the first Culpeper Baptist Church.
After the Baptist Congregation moved to new quarters,
the property was purchased by the Culpeper Military
Institute (1834) to accommodate about 70 students. It
later housed the Piedmont Girls’ Academy and served as a hospital
during the Civil War.
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Tour 4 / Blue ridge avenue & jameson’s hill

19 Sister Houses, 501-505 E. Piedmont Street (1900s) These vernacular houses with

Victorian embellishments represent the tradition of building identical or similar sideby-side houses. The Alcocke houses in Tour 2 represent an earlier example of this
practice in Culpeper. The houses were once owned by C. Roy Jones, a well-known
businessman and jeweler, whose sister lived in one house; the other house was rented.

Tour 4

20 Two and Three-Hundred Block of E. Spencer Street (1850s to 1970s) The houses lining

Walking tour / about 30 minutes

these blocks are comparable to the houses on Piedmont Street. Note the Greek Revival
architecture under the Victorian-era decorative additions. The house located at 214
E. Spencer Street is the earliest house on the block (1850), and features post-bellum
Italianate additions. The Jeffries-Jones House (1850) at 302 E. Spencer Street received
an Italianate-style porch addition some time after the Civil War. The Jeffries-Jones
House is said to have been commandeered by Union soldiers during the Civil War.

N. Main Street looking south, circa 1910

Blue Ridge Avenue & Jameson’s Hill

T

his area, which affords some of the town’s best views of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
began to develop as the automobile became a popular form of transportation. For
much of the town’s first two centuries, this area lay outside the town limits yet served
a variety of community purposes. Gallows Hill, for example, takes its name from
the town gallows once located in this vicinity. The town’s Revolutionary War militia,
the Culpeper Minutemen, formed and drilled here at Clayton’s Field. During the
Civil War both armies established camps in this area, and the Confederates operated
a hospital and established a cemetery. Traditionally, this area was popular with local
residents who used it informally for recreational activities, such as swimming, Boy
Scout campouts, and baseball.
Until the early 1900s, Blue Ridge Avenue was a dirt road, and much of the area remained
in pasture land and small-scale farming. Simple vernacular farm houses characterized
the landscape.
The area was annexed by the Town of Culpeper in 1880 as the Jameson’s Hill Addition.
As Culpeper grew and realized new prosperity at the turn of the 20th century, members
of the town’s growing professional and mercantile class began to settle this area.
Construction of the John Yowell House at 410 S. Blue Ridge Avenue heralded the
town’s prosperity and the emergence of the western side of the town as a fashionable
new address.
Tour 4 encompasses the largest collection of well-preserved, high Victorian and early
twentieth-century residential architecture in Culpeper. The use of a variety of different
building materials, colors, and decorative ornamentation transformed early twentieth
century, suburban housing into high style architecture for a Virginia piedmont
community.

24

25

IN & AROUND CULPEPER

1 Gallows Hill, 100 Block of N. West Street As the name implies, the hill on the south

side of Sperryville Pike and the west side of West Street is traditionally believe to be the
historic location of the town’s late 18th- and early 19th-century gallows where criminals
were executed by hanging.
2 Sperryville Pike / Route 522 Sperryville Pike, simply known in this vicinity as “The

Pike” in the late 1800s, has long been an important road leading to the Shenandoah
Valley and points west. This road was heavily used as the access route to major Civil War

26

Tour 4 / Blue ridge avenue & jameson’s hill

campaigns. In the 1850s this Chester Gap Road became the Sperryville Pike toll road:
an effort intended to fund the paving of the road. After the War, this and other major
road projects shifted to State control.
3 Yowell’s Bottom and Clayton’s Field Now a community park, this area features a

prominent stream known as Mountain Run. Well into the 1900s, the area on both sides
of Blue Ridge Avenue was farm land. Clayton’s Field, the mustering site of the Culpeper
Minutemen in 1775, is west of the stream. Today an obelisk marks the site. During
the Civil War, both armies found this area—protected by the hillside to the west and
supplied with an abundance of water from Mountain Run—desirable for
encampments. A skirmish was fought at the north end of Yowell’s
Bottom in October 1863.

27

IN & AROUND CULPEPER

Tour 4 / Blue ridge avenue & jameson’s hill

4 Sugar Bottom Picturesque names such as this one often were used to describe special

8 L. Frank Smith House, 602 S. Blue Ridge Avenue (early 1900s) This vernacular house

areas of town. Sugar Bottom is the low-lying area to the east before ascending Jameson’s
Hill. The stream that runs under Blue Ridge Avenue and S. West Street contains a
spring that once supplied water described as “sweet as sugar” to many town citizens.
Sugar Bottom, once a popular play area for town youth, became a majority African
American neighborhood centered on the historic Antioch Church, and later, land was
donated to the Culpeper Baptist Church.

with Victorian ornamentation was owned by Frank Smith, mayor of Culpeper in the
early 1900s.

Macoy Avenue
This street, only two blocks long and tucked away from the hustle and bustle of Main
Street, contains some of the town’s finest early twentieth-century architecture. It reflects
Culpeper turn-of-the-century prosperity.

10 Dr. Humphries House, 610 S. Blue Ridge (early 1900s) This well-preserved example

5 The Clyde Lewis House, 306 Macoy Avenue (approx. 1900) From Main Street, the

turret of the Clyde Lewis House is visible on the town’s western skyline. This exemplary
Queen Anne style house gives Macoy Avenue its distinctive character. According to the
present owners, its rusticated stone facing was made onsite as pre-cast concrete forms.
Only two other buildings in Culpeper—133 W. Davis Street, Tour 1 and the former
Clore Funeral Home at 415 S. Main Street, Tour 2—employ this material.
Jameson’s Hill
The ascent to S. Blue Ridge Avenue from Sperryville Pike leads to Jameson’s Hill,
a flourishing neighborhood established in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

9 Major Edwin Gibson House, 606 S. Blue Ridge Avenue (early 1900s) This well-preserved

example of American Foursquare architecture was the home of Major Edwin Gibson, a
former assistant Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
of early 20th-century Colonial Revival style architecture was the home of Dr. John W.
Humphries, a Culpeper County doctor in the early 1900s who helped establish the
Town’s second hospital in the Piedmont Building.
11 Smith-Guinn House, 301 E. Asher Street (late 1800s) This Stick Style-influenced farm

house with Victorian additions is the second oldest house on the street. It was built by
George Smith, a local contractor who lived in the house for a short time. Claude Guinn
active historian and leader of the Culpeper Minuteman, was a long-time owner of the
property. Other nineteenth-century houses include 601 S. Blue Ridge Avenue, 218
W. Asher Street, and 331 W. Asher Street—the first house built on the street. Note the
similarity in house styles.
1909 view of snow-capped Blue Ridge Mountains, seen from west side of Blue Ridge Avenue

6 R. F. Booton House, 226 W. Scanlon Street Tucked among the trees at the corner of

Scanlon Street and Blue Ridge Avenue, this gracious example of the Colonial Revival
style of architecture was the home of R. F. Booton, local department store owner. The
Booton Building, now the Frost Cafe, is a well-known local landmark at the intersection
of Davis and Main Street (see Tour 1).
7 The John W. Yowell House, 506 S. Blue Ridge Avenue (1900) In the early 1900s, the

setting of this Queen Anne-style house comprised a broad estate extending west to
Mountain Run. W. Robertson built the house which has become known as the Yowell
family home. Members of the Yowell family were well-known business and community
leaders who operated the Yowell Hardware Store at 195 E. Davis Street (see Tour 1).
Camp Pelham, the 1863 encampment of Major General J. E. B. Stuart, was located on
this property.
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12 Asher Street (1800s to 1920s) Asher Street was a prominent, early 20th-century

residential street. By the 1970s, a new generation of town residents took interest in
rejuvenating the old houses that lines the street and began to purchase and restore
them. Today Asher Street possesses the town’s best preserved and most accurately
restored collection of early twentieth-century architecture with much of its original
building material intact. On this tree-lined street, you will find Foursquare houses
with influences from the era’s most fashionable architectural styles, including Queen
Anne (Rudasill House, 219 W. Asher Street); Queen Anne/Colonial Revival (Walter
“Cap” Loving House, 201 W. Asher Street; Gaines House, 206 W. Asher Street), Italian
Renaissance Revival (McElfresh House, 210 W. Asher Street), and Craftsman styles
(Hudgins House, 215 W. Asher Street).
13 Park Avenue (1900 to 1940s) Park Avenue is believed to have developed two decades

later than Asher Street. It features examples of such period styles as the Dutch Colonial
(215 W. Park Avenue), Bungalow (209 W. Park Avenue), and Colonial Revival (218
W. Park Avenue).
14 Old Confederate Cemetery Site, 1220-1226 S. Blue Ridge Avenue Located between

these lots and the present-day Methodist Church, at the intersection of S. Blue Ridge
Avenue and Madison Road (Route 29), is the site of a Confederate cemetery where more
than 400 soldiers were buried. When the Jameson’s Hill area was annexed in 1880–82,
the burials were reinterred in a mound at Fairview Cemetery and a monument to their
memory erected at the cemetery.

Architectural Glossary
The following descriptions of architectural styles represented on the tours are presented
chronologically.
Early American Styles (1640-1860) Examples: Colonial, Georgian, Federal
Federal (1790-1830) Classical architecture developed by British architect Robert Adam
that became popular in America after the Revolutionary War. Features include a box
frame of two stories, gable or hipped roof, usually wood cladding, equally spaced
windows, often a central doorway with a simple front portico, and a fanlight over the
entrance door. Local examples incorporate changes from later periods; there are no
purely Federal style houses in Culpeper. See the Wampler House (110 E. Williams
Street, Tour 3) as a late Federal house with alterations.
Romantic Styles (1820-1890) Examples: Italianate, Greek, Gothic and Exotic Revivals
Greek Revival (1820-1860) Architecture that models itself on the ancient Greek temple.
Characteristic features include a pedimented gable (usually oriented to the front), bold
simple cornices, and classical columns. See the Old Herndon House (605 N. Main
Street, Tour 3); Eppa Rixey Birthplace (114 S. East Street, Tour 1); Hill House (401
S. East Street, Tour 2).
Italianate (1840-1890) Romantic era architecture that was popular in Culpeper

immediately prior to and following the Civil War. Distinguishing features include
a low-pitched roof with broad overhangs supported by elaborate bracketing; large,
elongated windows; and, a porch or stoop on the second floors. See the Hill Mansion
(501 S. East Street, Tour 2); the Waite House (502 S. East Street, Tour 2); the Burrows
/ Nalle House (214 E. Piedmont Street, Tour 3).
Gothic Revival (1820-1875) Romantic era architecture with medieval, picturesque

overtones. Of the two types of Gothic architecture, the pointed or rural type is most
common in Culpeper. This style features pointed arched openings, verandahs, leaded
stained glass, parapets, and battlemented square towers. See the Chelf House (605
S. East Street, Tour 2); Crimora Waite House (602 S. East Street, Tour 2); and the
Randolph Cottage (610 N. Main Street, Tour 3).
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Victorian Styles (1855-1940)
Examples: Second Empire, Romanesque Revival, Queen Anne, Stick and Shingle
Queen Anne (1880-1910) Architecture inspired by 16th and early 17th century
buildings, emphasizing vertical lines with steep gables; multiple angles, colors and
materials; towers, bays, niches and chimneys. Queen Anne houses may be found in all
tour areas, with the greatest concentration in Tour 4. See the Lewis House (306 Macoy
Avenue, Tour 4).
Stick Style (1870-1905) Architecture intended to express the internal construction of

the building—cross bracing and wood framing on the exterior. Characteristics include
stick-like brackets, irregular building shapes, and deep verandahs. See the Rhoades
House (302 N. East Street, Tour 3).
Romanesque Revival (1880-1900) A historical revival of early medieval European church

architecture. Features include thick walls, corner towers; turrets, rusticated stone
walls and trim; and semi-circular-arched openings. See the Old Baptist Church (176
E. Davis Street, Tour 1).
Post-Victorian and Modern (1890-1960) Examples: Beaux Arts, Colonial Revival,
Bungalows and American Foursquare, Modern Styles, Art Deco
American Foursquare (1900-1930) Early 20th century “Builder Style” house based on
the Georgian and Italianate styles. Features include a hipped roof, usually with broad
eaves and a central front dormer; grouped windows; a four-room plan, and a full-width
porch or verandah. See the Gibson House (606 S. Blue Ridge Avenue, Tour 4).

Spanish Colonial, Second Italian Renaissance Revival These and other Mediterranean

influenced styles re-gained popularity in the Post-Victorian era, mostly in Florida and
California. See the Guinn House (1002 S. East Street, Tour 2); McElfresh House (210
W. Asher Street, Tour 4).
Beaux Arts (1880-1940) Architecture based on the academic design principles of

the Ecoles Des Beaux Arts in Paris, which emphasized the study of Greek, Roman,
Renaissance and Baroque architecture. Features include masonry construction, formal
front entrance, carved ornament, classical cornices and columns extensively used in
colonnades across the front of buildings. See Masonic Lodge (201 E. Davis Street, Tour
1), U.S. Post Office (302 N. Main Street, Tour 3).
Art Deco (1920-1940) A style embraced by the Modernist movement in architecture,

literature, music and art. Devoid of references to historical styles, Art Deco buildings
feature hard-edged forms made of concrete, stone and stucco and accented with stylized
ornaments and geometric designs. See the State Theatre Building (305 S. Main Street,
Tour 2).
Other
Vernacular Any style of architecture that is the product of and indigenous to a region,

place or community and has little or no stylistic pretensions. One common Piedmont
style has a single gable directly over a central entrance.

Bungalow (1890-1940) A building type embraced by the Arts and Crafts movement.

Usually small, 1-1/2 story dwellings with a porch entirely across the front, and broad
overhangs. The roof is often formed with intersecting gables with multiple windows in
a central front dormer (See 219 W. Park Avenue, Tour 4).
Colonial Revival (1890-1940) A style borrowed from Federal and Georgian architecture

of America’s colonial past. However, Colonial Revival buildings were usually much
larger and had larger multi-pane windows and more variety in proportion and scale
than their colonial prototypes. Features include a gable roof, commonly with dormers,
plain ornamental details, and front and side porches with classical columns. See the
Fray-Thompson House (609 S. East Street, Tour 2); the Humphries House (610
S. Blue Ridge Avenue, Tour 4).
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Further Information
For further information or more in-depth documentation on the history of Culpeper or
on particular tour sites, visit the following local information centers:
• The Museum of Culpeper History 803 South Main Street,
www.culpepermuseum.com
• T he Town of Culpeper Department of Planning Community Development Town Hall
400 S. Main Street, www.culpeperva.gov

Credits
The following individuals and groups contributed to the original development and
subsequent publications of this guide:
•C
 ulpeper Town Council Mayor Waller P. Jones, Vice Mayor David A. Martin,
Jane W. Walker, Steven L. Walker, Robert M. Ryan, Michael D. Corbin,
Dan G. Hazel, R.E. Deane, William M. Yowell; Former Town Manager,
Anthony I. Hooper

• T he Culpeper Department of Tourism 111 S. Commerce Street,
www.visitculpeperva.com

• T he Museum of Culpeper History Lee Langston-Harrison, Zann Miner; Research
Volunteers: Judy Gore, John Hague, The Reverend John Miller, David S. Scott,
Pat Bryson, George Bryson, and Rose Marie Martin; Claude Guinn, Mary Fray,
Mike Byrnes, Jack Yowell

• T he Culpeper Town & County Library 271 Southgate Shopping Center, Blue Ridge
Avenue Extd. www.cclva.org

• S ociety for the Preservation of Culpeper History

•C
 ulpeper County Courthouse Clerk’s Office 135 W. Cameron Street

• T own Staff Patrick Mulhern, Margaret Barden, Maxie Brown, Fritz Alderman,
Marlys Houston, Roger Mitchell, Jr.
• S taff at the Department of Historic Resources Robert Carter, David Edwards,
Ann Andrus and Diane Allen
• S taff at the Culpeper County Clerk’s Office
• S taff of the Culpeper Town and County Library
• L and and Community Associates, consultants

Photographs appearing throughout this booklet have been provided by the Museum of
Culpeper History from the Russell Guinn collection.
Last Update: May 2012
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